The Preſent ( 4S Eof the Common-Hall m their Eleftion of S HERIFFS, 
from the 24th of June, 1695. 


ODFRY WEBSTER Elq and Sir LE- 
ON ARD ROBINSON Kc. Perſons of known 
Ability and Loyzlty to his Majeſty King WIL- 
LIAM and His Government, wee ata Com- 
mon-Hall aff:mbled in Gai/d-Hall according to antient Cu- 
fiom duly elected Sheriffs for che Cicy of Londen and County 
of Middleſex for the Year enſumg. 

Tueſday, Fuly the 2d, At another Common-Hall there 
ſummoned, Mr. Recorder declared that Godfry Webſter Eiq, 
and Sir Leonard Robinſon had been diſcharged upon Payment 
of 450 and odd Pounds each 3 therefore that Common-Hall 
was ſummoned togo to a new Election of two Sherifls, The 
Citizens judging ihey could not legally proceed to any new 
Election till the Senſe of the Cominon-Hall was tryed, by 

putting up this Queltion, viz. 4l you that do adbere to your 
former Eleition of Godtry Weblter Eſq; and Sir Leonard 
Robinſon Ker. to be Sheriffs of London and County of Middle- 
lex for the Tear enſuing, Hold up your Hands : All you that 
are of a contrary Opinion, Hold up yowr Hands, Which 
Quaeltion the Sheriffs retuled to put up, and the Citizens ge- 
nerally continuing in demanding it to be put up for about 
two Hours, The Citizens being much diſturbed, earneſtly ex- 
poliulated with the Sheriffs why they would retule (0 fair a 
Qacſtion ? who anſwered they were reſolv'd what to do, and 
had adviſed with ſeveral of the Judges, and would go Go a 
new Election : But the Cry of the Common-Hall being ge- 
nerally to the contrary, that Common-Hall was diſſolved. | 

Another Common-Hall was called Friday Fly the 5th, 
the Sheriffs having declared they would go to a new EleQion 
as before ;, the Citizens deliver'd the former Queltjon 1 
Writing unto both the Sheriffs Hands, and earneitly inſitied 
to have it put up; putting them in mind of their Oaths, 
whereby they were {worn to maintain the Franchiſes and 
Free Cutioms of the City, and. pray'd them not to invade 
them ; nor attempt to violate their former Election, which 
was ſo duly made, and of fo fitting Perſons : But they faid, 
they muſiand would go to a new Election, faying they had 
the DireRion and Opinion of ſome of the Judges for their 
Proceedings3 and did, contrary to the general Declarations 
of the Common-Hal!, pur ſeveral Perſons up m Nomination, 
anddid pretend that the Majority of Hands fell upon Mr. Le- 
theliewr, Mr. Adams, Mr. Moyer, and Mr. Wills : But ic is 
verily believed that not one Man in twenty in the whole- 
Common-Hall did hear theix-Names, ſo as to know who 
they were, the Cry No, Nog” No, of the Adherers was {0 
ſtrong. The Sheriffs, perceiving ſo few Hands as were held 
up, would not give them ſufficient colour to make a Re- 

t, tarn'd about and askd, Doth no Man demand a Poll ? 
Who demands a Poll ? What, will no body demand a Poll ? 
At laſt one behind anſwers, 1 demand a Poll; but 1 do not 
khnow who to demand it for ;, one of the Sheriffs anſwerd, / 
will tell you who you ſhall demand it for : Whereupon ſeveral 
Citizens protelted againlt it, as an irregular Election, in their 
own Names, and in the Names of their Fellow-Citizens. 
When the Lord Mayor and Aldermen came upon the: Huſt mgs, 

-and were ſeated there, a Paper was delivered into his Lord- 
ſhip's Hands ; and a Proteſt was again made to the Lord Mayor 
ys Aldermen againſt the pretended Election : the Purport 
of the Paper was to this effe&t, viz. My Lord Mayor, It is our 
Opinion that the Common-Hall are about 1500 Citizens, 
and we are of Opinion that not one hundred Hands were held 
up for any one Pcrlon put in Nomination, and the reſt of the 

- Citizens adhered to their former EleRion of Godfry Webſter 

% and Sir Leonard Robinſon for Sheriffs for the Year enſuing, 


I It was further moved by the Citizens to the Lord Mayor and 
' Aldermen, that the Clarks of 'the Hall thould produce their 


Books upon the Huſtings, that the Citizens in Common- 
Hall now aſſembled might immediacely enter their Protett : 
But anſwer was made there were no Books. The Sheriffs 
declared that a Poll had been demanded, and they would be- 
gin it that Afternoon at Three of the Clock, The Citizens 
that adhered co their tormer Election, forbore to Poll : And 
notwithſtanding the deavours of the Candidates to per 
Friends to the Poll to preſerve themſelves from the danger 
of ſuch Election, and the Induſtry of many of the Common- 
Council-Mento encreaſe the number of Pollers, thereby the 
berter to colour this Action 3 yet on Tueſday Faly 9. by the 
Sheriffs Declarion of the Poll upon the Huſtiags, it appears 
that Mr. Zethiexlier who had the greateſt Number, had but 
511, which amounts to not one third of the Number chat 
Poll'd for the Sheriffs choſen at Midſummer ; notwithiianding 
which the Sheriffs declared the Election to have fallen upon 
Mr. Lethienlier and Mr. Wills : whereupon ſeveral Citizens 
upon the Huſtwgs declared there was no Vacancy, for that 
two Sheritts had been duly elected on Hidſammer-Day ;, to 
which EleQtion the Citizens in Common Hall aſſembled had 
generally adhercd, tho there had been two Common-Halls 
lummon'd {ince to induce them to a new Election. Alter- 
wards the Lord Mayor and Aldermen came upon the Haſtings, 
where {everal Citizens defired to be heard before any tarther 
Proceedings were made in this Election, but were not ſuffered 
then to ſpeak, but were told after the Bufneſs was over, they 
thould be heard before the Lord Mayor and Aldermen in the 
Council-Chamber. The Poll was agaiu declared before the 
Lord Mayos and Aldermen, and the Perſans called forth that 
were pretended to be eledted.: So the Aſſembly was diſſolved. 
The Lord Mayor and Aldermen went intothe Council-Cham- 
ber, where the Citizens attending, and teing called in, they 
did urge to the Lord Mayor and Aldermen that the choiſe of 
Sherifts had becn conitantly praCtiled.to be made by the\eve- 
ral Liveries of London in Common- Hallaſſembled for above 
200 Years, where the Mayor and Aldernen es Livery-men 
have right to Vote and Poll; which, ai was then {hewed, 
they bave practiſed by ſeveral Inftarcces: And that the Com- 
1non-Council-men do. likewiſe Poll as Livery-men and not 
otherwiſe-z for any Perſon not being of the Livery is always 


commanded (by the Cryer) to depart the Hall upon pain of 


Impriſonment, nay though he be of the Common-Council, 
in caſe he be-not of the Livery, 

And we have Inſtances of ſeveral Common-Council-men 
that have not been on.the Livery, They did further urge, that 
the Lord-Mayor and Aldermen were but 26, the Common- 
Council-men but 234, and that the ather Livery-men a- 
mounted to fix or teven thouſand ; wherefore they did ap- 
peal to-the Reaſon of that Honourable Court, whart colour 
there could be for the Lord-Mayor, Aldennen,and Common- 
Council, that are but a ſmall part of the Common-Hall, to 
fake upon them to vacate what them(clves had acted in.con- 
junQion with che Livery afſembled in-Common-Hall ; who 
thad generally-adhered to their tirſi Ele&ion, and ill do ad- 
here : And further pray'd the Lord-Mayor and Aldermen to 
ſhew where and when the Common-Hall did diveſt them- 
ſelves of any-power either to the Mayor and Aldermen, or to 
the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common-Council. But nothing 
of that nature was produced ; bur an At of Common=- 
Council was alledged, impowering them to diſcharge the 


- Perſon ſock ed on the Paiment of the Sum of 400 Pounds : 
Tt'was anſwered, That an Act of Common-Council could 


not- abridge, or' take away the Rights of che Citizens of 
Londen, confirmed/to them by ſo many Charters and Ads of 


- Patliament, unkeſs we ſuppos'd an Act of Common-Council 
' of equal Authority with thoſe Acts of Parliament chat con- 
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frm our Rights. There was likewiſe read an Opinion of 
the Judges in the 4oth of Elzz. reported by the Lord Cooke 
in the 4th Part of his Reports 3 Title Corporations, which 
the Citizens conceive did much confirm the Right of Election 
in the Curmmon-Hall as now cculiituted, but did not come 
up to the preſent Caſe. 

And that we may remind you that all poſſible Endea- 
vours have been uſed on the Common-Hall-tide to have this 
matter amicably compoſed, to which end two Citizens out 
of the Common-Hall waited on the Lord-Mayor and Al- 
dermen in the Council-Chamber, ® leaſt an Hour before 
the Common-Hall began, where they intreated his Lord- 
ſhip and the Sheriffs for Peace-ſake to adjourn the Common- 
Hall tor 14 Days, in which time they defired his Lord(hip 
and Court of Aldermen to agree on ten Aldermen and Com- 
mon-Council-men to meet the like number of Citizens on 
the part of the Common-Hall, with fix or more eminent 
Council Learned in the Law, to debate the matter in diſpute, 
and give their Opinions therein, which might be reported 
to the next Common-Hall: but this fair Propoſal was re- 
jected. And that feyeral of our Fellow-Citizens, who have 
endeavoured to maintain the Rights and Priviledges of the 
Common-Hall, ſhould not lie under the Cenſure of being Hot 
Contentious Men, who would not hearken to any reaſonable 
Propoſitions, it was thought fit to give this Impartial Ac- 
count to all thoſe who are actually concerned in our EleQtion, 
that they may lee where the Fault lyeth. 

Stow, in his Survey of London, page 651. written in Q, 
Eliz, time, hath thete words 3 * When the Lord-Mayor go- 
© eth to declare the Ele&tion about Sheriffs, then he demand- 
© etl of them, (iz. the Common-Hall,) repeating the 
© Names of the Paſons choſe, whether it be their free Ele- 
© &ion, yea or no! which they contirming, Mr. Recorder 
© giveth them Thanks, and fo they all depart home. So free 
had Elections uſed to be made in Common-Hall. 

Ic is worthy Obtrvation, that the Common-Hall, as now 
conltituted for Elegtion of Sheriffs, hath fo conſtantly pra- 
cifed above 200 Years, and that nigh one halt of the Mem- 
bers thereof are ſuch as live not in any of the Wards out of 
which the Common-Council are elected, and fo are no wiſe 
repreſented by than, they having no Vote in Election of 
Common-Council-men ; but have both Vote and Intereſt in 
the Sheriffs of London and Middleſex. 

It concerns thoſe that undertake to diſturb them in their 
Elections, to look into the Statute of Weſtminſter the 1ſt, and 
the Ld Cooke's Notes upon it 3 where he faith, * A Man may be 
© 4 Diltarber of Elections before and after, as well as at the 
© time of Election : Freedom of EleGtions have been reputed 
© the moſt ſacred ard tender part of our Conſtitution; to vio- 
© late that, hath been looked upon by our wiſe Anceſtors as 
© fatal as a Mine undcrneath to blow up our well-conſtituted 
© Government, 

It may be read intheChronicles how Sir Nicholas Brember, 
Lord-Mayor of Londen in the Reign of Rich, 2, was 
condemned and executed at Tyburn for Exerciſing that Of- 
tice, not being duly ele&ed to it. Sir Edward Bronfield, 
another Mayor of London in the Year 1635. though he had 
an At of Common-Council for his Wanant to fave him 
harmleſs, and to re-imburſe him if any damage ſhould come 
to him 3 and had the Judges Opinion, yet that Gentleman 
was utterly ruined for Actions done by him purſuant to that 
AQ of Common-Council. | 

One of the Articles againſt Rich, 2. for which that King 
was depoſed in Parhament, was tor impoling Sherifts on Ci- 

ties and Countries, contrary to the Law and Cuſtom of the 
Realm: Parliaments have conſtantly declared againſt Kings 
and Great Mens Letters to influence Elections ; And all the 
Acts of the Parliament of 38 Hen. 6: were repealed and de- 
clared null in another Parliament in the: 39th of the ſame 
King's Reign, becauie the Members: thereat were unduly 
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peach'd in Parliament for undue making of Sheriffs, and 
thereby inhanfing to himſelf Rule in the Realm. 

lc may be noted, that in the City's Rejoinder to the Quo 
Warranto, page 1. are theſe words, viz. Proteſting alſo that 
no Act, nor Deed, nor By- Law, made by the Common-Coun- 
cil, or by the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common-Council of the 
City aforeſaid, 1s the Ait or Deed of the ſaid Body Corporate 
and Politick, But it is conceived the .Ele&ting of a Sheriff 
is the Act ot the Body Corporate and Politick of the City of 
London, and not to be vacated but by the fame Body. Some 
have tuggeſied it were bettek.to part with our Rights than 
to intilt on thern, at this time the King being abſent : To 
which it is reply*d, That the Right of Election, and the Ne- 
ceſſiry of the Service of two ſuch Fit-Men, of whoſe legal and 
due Election there is no Diſpute, are worth contending for at 
this critical time. They may be fully aflured that the Ac of 
Common-Council, which my Lord-Mayor and Aldermen 
infit on, hath lett the Perſons elected hill obliged to'ſerve the 
Office, without any colour for a Diſcharge : It appoints 400 l. 
Forteiture, for neglecting or refuſing to ſeal their Bonds; 
which is ſuch an Earneti-penny that it hath often moved che 
Common-Hall to ele& others, and (o it hath wrought a Diſ- 
charge tor that Year that Way. Now the Common-Hall, 
who ate doubtleſs as loyal to the King as any tort of Men in 
the Nation, can never be contented to ſee their Privileges un- 
dermined at this time of the day, whereby they may be the 
leſs able to ſerve their King and Country it need ſhould re- 

uire: this certainly will never take with honeft Men who con- 
ider well of their Oaths, Godfry Webfter Eiq; and Sir Leo- 
nard Robinſon Kt. are Sheriffs duly Ele&ted, and now tiand 
charged to terve the Office as much as they did the 24th of 
June lalt ; Mr. Lethiellier and Mr. Wills will ſure conlider 
whether it be not a Breach of cheir Oaths, officiouſly to give 
colour, by tining for an Office they were not duly elected 
to, If they contider Gisburg's Cale, who was duly cho- 
ſen Mayor of York; but by the help of ſome forward Perſons 
Quixlay got into that Office z upon complaint in Parliament, 
4 Rich. 2. Gisburg was reſtored, and Quixlay and twenty 
four of his Accomplices, impriſoned and ſeverely puniſhed 
for encroaching to themſelves Royal Power : Rot. Parl.N*.50. 

That the Common-Hall is the moſt antient Court, and of 
higheſt Authority in London, may appear by their new mo- 
ditying and ordering the Common-Council in the 20th of 
Edw. 3. and again in the 43d of Edw. 3. and likewiſe in the 
7th of Rich. 2. the Citizens do refer to the Books in the 
Book-houſe in Gu4/d-ball, lib. H. fol. 173, entituled, An Or- 
dinance of the Common- Hall how the Common-Council be 
elefted by the ſeveral VV ards. Judg Dolbin in the Cale be- 
twixt Rich and Robinſon, did,in Court upon the mention of 
an A& of Common-Ceuncil, ask if it were confirmed by the 
Common-Hall ? For, faid he, I find by your Books and Re- 
cords in Gs1i/d-ball, that the Common-Hall is far more Anti- 
ent, and of greater Authority, than your Common- Council : 
And he had Reaſon to know, having been Recorder of Lon- 
don. It was obſerved in Court by an Alderman, that himſelf 
and ſeveral of his Brethren had in the late Reigns hazarded 
their Eſtates and Lives, and that one of them was made a Sa- 
critice for oppoling the Invaſions upon the Rights and Liber- 
ties of the City : To whom it was replicd by the Citizens, 
They were very (enlible of it : But did beg leave to remind 
his Lordſhip, and that Honourable Court, at what door all 
that Miſchief entred, if it were not by breaking in upon the 
Rights and Privileges of the Common-Hall? in impoſing 
Sheriffs who were not duly elected. 

It hath been reported, (and before this time expected) 
That ſomething from the Lord-Mayor and Caurt of Aldermen 
would appear in Print to clear up this Controverſy, and ma- 
nifeft the Warrantablenels of their Proceedings in this impor= 
tant Aﬀair, the Citizens being ſtill ready to xeceive auy In« 
formation that may tend tothe Peace and Tranquility of this 
great and famous City. FINTIS. 
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